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PUERTO RICO

THE Island of "Porto Rico," as Americans call it, though the Spanish name is Puerto Rico, mean-
ing rich port, is situated in that part of the Atlantic known as the Carribean Sea, about iooo

miles from the nearest point of the United' States—the Florida coast. It is 1500 miles from New
York and about 1400 miles from the Isthmus of Panama. The islands of Jamiaca, Hayti, and Cuba, are

westerly from it in the same waters. It covers an area of 3700 square miles, larger than that of Dele-

ware, District of Columbia and Rhode Island combined, by nearly 300 square miles. The length of the

island is 95 miles ; width, 35 miles, and coast line 350 miles.

When discovered by Columbus in 1493 .
tne natives were Caribs, of the indian race. It was not a

large race and gradually decreased in numbers until it entirely disappeared early in the present century,

though many traces of it are found among the present peasant class called Peons.

In the earliest days of record the island was the scene of many attacks from buccanneers and
pirates, and several unsuccessful freebooting excursions were made against it after the Spanish had con-

quered the Aborginees early in the sixteenth century. An English fleet made an attack upon San Juan
in 1795, but was repulsed. For over one hundred years after that, with the exception of a revolution in

1820, the island was free from war. The United States easily wrested it from Spanish control in 1898.

It has evidently been the desire of the Spanish property owners and officials to keep the outside

world in ignorance ot the rich attractions of Puerto Rico. This gem of the sea, one of the loveliest and
most fertile islands of the world, abounding in natural resources and advantages, beautiful in scenery
and delightful in climate, was about as little known to the United States previous to its acquisition as

are some of the unexplored islands of the southern Pacific. To the traveler from the states, especially

from the northern sections, arriving in winter, the appearance of Puerto Rico is delightfully inviting with
its suggestion of perpetual spring. In the picturesque beauty of its hills and valleys, and its charming
dress of luxuriant vegetation, its masses of gorgeous colored flowers, and its stately trees of the plains

and the mountain forests, the natural attractions, p,f this rich and voluptuous country are readily appar-
ent and delight the senses, which revele in the welcome change from the snow and ice in the northern
climes.



The Porto Rico Evacuation Commission.



Raising the American Flag on the Palace, San Juan, Oct. 18, 1898.



Spanish Soldiers Leaving Porto Rico.

The above picture shows the Alfonzo XIII Regiment, on the Marina at San Juan, ready to embark for Spain.



Morro Castle, San Juan.

The view above is " El Morro," as seen from the sea or when entering the harbor. It stands boldly out from the north end of the Island of San
Juan. This fort is the most formidable one on the Island, the rockv promitory on whi:h it stands runs out far into the sea, the entrance to the
harbor being so narrow a vessel must pass directly under the guns of Morro in order to enter the habor. It was considered a fine fortification in its

day, but offers very slight resistence to a modern shell, as was shown in the late war. It is built of sun-dried brick and mortar, and while the walls
are of a great thickness, they are very soft.
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San Cristobal.

This immense fortification is situated on the coast at the east end of the City of San Juan, and overlooks the entire city and coast fortifications.

It is about three quarters of a mile east of Morro Castle. It suffered considerable during Sampson :

s bombardment. May 18, 1898.



Columbus Monument, San Juan.
The above is a handsome marble statue of Columbus, situated on the Colon Plaza, at the end of San Francisco street,

stands San Cristobal.
In the background



Governor-General's Palace, San Juan.
This is the finest building in the Capital, and is the home of the Governor-General of the island. It is situated on the Bay, and overlooks the

entire harbor of San Juan.



Old Sea Wall and Governor-General's Palace.

The above view was made from the top of Casa Blanca, once the home of Ponce De Leon, and shows a good portion of San Juan and the harbor,
and gives one a correct idea of the location of the Palace. The walk at the base of the sea wall leads one all the way around to the Marina, afford-
ing a beautiful stroll of an evening.
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A Typical Street Scene in San Juan.
In the Capital as in most Porto Rican towns oxen are used almost exclusively as beasts of burden. They are generally large and strong, yet

docile. The carts, as carts they all are, wagons being a thin^ unkno.va to the Porto Rican, are large and seemingly unnecessarily cumbersome.



Plaza Alfonzo XII, San Juan.
This is the principal plaza of the Capital and in accordance with the Spanish customs open-air concerts are given Wednesday and Sunday even-

ings. The band plays and fashionable society turns out and with the people of other classes form a moving throng of humanity, promenading back
and forth ex-changing social greetings while enjoying music usually of a high order. The building in the center is a government building, that on
the right with the round dome is the City Hall.



San Jose Church, San Juan.

Saint Joseph's Church is one of the earliest founded churches of the island, dating back even earlier than the settlement of San Augustine, Fla.,

or Jamestown, Va. It is stated on no less authority than that of Washington Irving that the remains of that grim old warrior and conqueror Don
Juan Ponce de Leon are safelv deposited in a sepulchre beneath one of its fine alters. Another chapter was added to its history May 12th, 1898,

when it was twice hit bv projectiles from Sampson's powerful guns.



Casa Blance and Sea Wall, San Juan.
The White House showing so plainly in the above picture is known as "Casa Blanca' r and is one of the most historic buildings in the Capital.

It was built by Don Juan Ponce de Leon more than three hundred years ago. It is beautifully situated on the bay, high above the Sea Wall between
the Governor's Palace and Morro Castle and was the home of that grim old warrior and conqueror Ponce de Leon for a number of years.
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Infantry Barracks, San Juan.

The above shows the effects of a thirteen inch shell on the Spanish Infantry barracks in San Juan. This shell was thrown from the Battleship

Iowa and struck the buildm? while the Spanish band was playin? their national air. some three or four of whom were killed and a number wounded.

May iS. iS^, will always be a memorable day in the minds of the citizens of San Juan.



The Haunted Sentry Box,
This part of the old sea wall is directly under San Cristobal. Many years ago a Spanish guard on duty at this point one dark and rainy night

disappeared as though by magic. All the corporal of the guard could find of the man who he had put on watch only a few hours before was his mus-
ket and side arms, the man had disappeared from the face of the earth and was never seen afterwards. Superstition says that a Sea Devil carried
him off and the natives give this spot a wide birth.
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San Antonia Bridge, San Juan.
This bridge is protected by Fort San Geronimo, which shows in above picture. It is the only entrance to the Capital by land, hence its impor-

tance can readily be seen. It has been appropriately called La Puetra de La Capitol (the gateway to the Capital).
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Boat Races in San Juan Harbor, July 4th, 1899.



Typical Scene in a Porto Rico Villiage.



Cemetery, San Juan.
This view was made from the top of the sea wall looking east along the coast. In the distance is San Cristobal.



View in Cemetery, San Juan.
The above is not unlike sights to be seen in most all cemeteries in Porto Rico. The dead are placed in vaults built of masonry. The cemeteries

are all under the supervision of the municipal government which exacts certain annual rentals. In case of nonpayment of rentals within five years
the vaults are opened and the remains deposted in an open-top recepticle built in one corner of the cemetery to be forever exposed to the elements.



"

Cemetery and Morro Castle, San Juan.
This cemetery on the north side is overshadowed by Morro Castle and has a remarkably striking and beautifully suggestive entrance down an

inclined plane under a stone arch to an imposing gateway of stone and iron. It is surrounded by a wall of solid masonry.
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Pleasure Boats, San Jaun.
These are the small sail boats owned by the poorer class of natives and are greatlv used in crossing the bay from San Juan to Catano. They all
:m to do a thriving business, as sailing on the bay has become quite a fad with most Americans residing in San Juan". They also meet all* the
Illll JlIlK I I'll flilllK lllfn tha hlrknr nnrl i<n«... nn ~^ ~i.__l -' Jsteam ships that come into the harbor and carry passengers to shore.
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Street Scene in San Juan.
Nearly all the buildings in the Capital are built on the order of this one. made with soft brick and plastered over on the outside. The walls are

very thick. There is no glass in the windows, which are closed with heavy shutters. The roofs are flat and paved with hard imported brick. The
houses are nearly all built in the shape of a hollow square with an inner court. The thickness of the walls and the mode of construction make
them very cool.
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Calle de Luna, San Juan.

This represents a typical street scene in the Capital. You will notice the streets are very narrow, not having more than room for one ox cart in

a great many places.
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Scene on Marina, San Juan.
The above is a typical view at the water-front in the Capital, and represents the venders of that city, vending oranges, sugar water, cocoanut

dulce, bread, etc.
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Ox Cart on Military Road Near San Juan.
This is the common mode of transporting freight on the Island. The only overland communication between San Juan and Ponce, the two

largest cities, is by wagon road, and hundreds of these ox carts are constantly going back and forth. Note the peculiar mode of fastening the yoke
on the horns, instead of the shoulders as in the southern parts of United States.



Scene in the Market, San Juan.

th^«1£^K^^^
Few cities of
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Prisoners in San Juan.

The above shows the long termed prisoners in the court vard of the jail at San Juan. Some of these, along with the shorter termed men, are to

be seen sweeping and cleaning the streets of the city every day. They are always attired in the white duck.
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Native Funeral.

The above shows the custom among the poorer classes of the Island. They have no hearse, but carry the coffin on their shoulders.
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Funeral in San Juan,
The above shows a funeral procession of a prominent citizen, leaving the Palace.
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Country Scene Near San Juan.
Showing the Cocoanut Palm Tree and the native Ponies.
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Cock-Fight.

The above shows cock-fighting at Catano, across the bay from San Juan. This sport is as much a national one in Porto Rico as is base ball in

the United States. It is, in a measure, a Spanish substitute for the bull fight, which Porto Rico is hardly populous enough to maintain. Large
sums of money are annually spent in rearing the feathered fighters of the cock pit.
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Uncle Sam's Porto Rican Battalion.

The above represents a Battalion of Uncle Sam's soldiers, made up of native born Porto Ricans, parading in San Juan July 4th, 1899. This is the

first Battalion to have been organized of natives of any of our new possesions.
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A Peon Cabin, San Turce,

The above represents a typical country scene along the coast east from San Juan.
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Country Store in the Interior.

This view was taken Sunday afternoon just after market hours. The farmers have sold their produce, made their purchases and are about to
return to their homes.



Cathedral and Plaza at Aguadilla.

Aguadilla is one of the most picturesque towns on the Island. It is situated on the west coast about twenty miles north of Mayaguez at the
foot ot Jaicoa Mountain and has a population of 2500 inhabitants. With the exception of Mayaguez more attention is paid to exporting fruit and
nuts than any other town on the Island.
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Street in Aguadilla.

The above shows the homes of the poorer class in the small towns. This view was taken in the outskirts of Aguadilla.
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The Agoadilla Spring.

The spring of Aguadilla is one of the most historic spots on the Island, it being the spring from which Christopher Columbus replentished the
water supply for his ships on his second voyage to the New World in 1493. This spring now supplies abundance of water for all the residents of the
town.
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Typical Group of Natives in the Country Near San Juan.



Colon Plaza Mayaguez.
Mayaguez is situated on the west coast of the Island and has a population of about 12000. This is the third largest city on the Island. The Plaza

shown in the photo is especially attractive on account of the old-world stone balustrade surrounding it, and magnificent bronze statue of Columbus
in the center. Connected with the balustrade are twenty bronze figures.
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Street Scene in Mayaguez.
Showing a pack-train of bananas coming to market, and illustrating how most all the country produce is brought into town. Mayaguez is the

fruit center of the Island, consequently many such sights are to be seen while in this pleasant city.
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Entrance to Harbor at Gtianica.

It is not generally known though it is a fact that Guanica has the finest deep water land-locked natural harbor in Porto Rico,

thirteen U. S. transports and war vessels when General Miles landed his army there July 25th, 1898.

It accommodated
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Harbor at Guanica.
Showing the first landing place of the American troops, under General Miles, July 25th,



sq

Battlefield of Guanica.

The above shows the positions of the oppossing forces during the Battle of Guanica. The star marks the position of U. S. troops while the

uare shows that of the Spanish forces.
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Cathedral and Plaza, Guayama.
This is one of the prettiest plazas on the Island, the flowers are unusually well kept and the Cathedral is considered the finest on the Island.
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View on Military Road Near Guayama



'Snap Shots" in and around San Juan,



View on Military Road Between Cayey and Caguas.
This view gives one an idea of the mountains which cover nearly all the Island. The steep sides are cultivated up to their very tops,

grown on the highest slopes and tobacco lower down, and still lower bananas and other crops.
Coffee is
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View on the|Military Road Near Coamo.



Cathedral at Cayey.
Cayey is situated just half way between San Juan and Ponce on the military road. It is the tobacco center of the Island. All the best cigars in

Porto Rico are made from Cayey tobacco. Tobacco and coffee are the principal articles marketed in Cayey. The quaint old Spanish cathedral is

the first object to attract the eye of the traveler on entering any of the small towns in Porto Rico.
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View on Military Road Between Aibonito and Coamo Nearing Aibonito Pass.

Looking down from Aibonito Pass we see this beautiful white road winding its way around the mountains, never once loosing sight of it for forty
miles.
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Aibonito.

The above view shows the greater portion of the town of Aibonito. This is the highest town on the Island of Porto Rico, being about 2500 feet

above the sea. It is situated on the military road about half way between Ponce and San Juan. The large white building showing on the back-

ground is the cathedral, one of which you will find in every town on the Island.
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View on Military Road at Aibonito Pass.

The length of this road from San Juan to Ponce is about eighty-four miles. It is a fine piece of engineering and was constructed at a costof more
than one million pesos to the Spanish government. Its winding course as it ascends the mountains presents to the traveler a constantly shifting pan-
orama of rare beauty. The trip from San Juan to Ponce can be made by carriage in fourteen hours and is considered by travelers one of the grandest
drives in the world.
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Scene on Military Road.
Showing one of the immense stone bridges, and one of the carriages in which the tourist makes the trip across the Island. The bridges on this

road are one of the most interesting features of the trip. They are all built of solid masonary and all of different design.
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Cathedral at Coamo.
Coamo js a small town on the military road between Ponce and San Juan. The above view shows the natives preparing coffee for the market.

The large mortars are public property belonging to the town and are used by most all the small growers for shelling their coffee.
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View of the Mountains Near Cayey, the Tobacco Center of the Island.
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Scene from Military Road at Coamo.
Showing the women washing in the Coamo River. This is one of the most picturesque scenes to be found in the interior of the Island.

Island is traversed by numerous rivers raidiating in every direction from the mountains of the interior to the coast.
The
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A Groupe of Royal Palms as Seen from the Military Road.
These are the most stately trees in existence and their tall white trunks crowned with their gigantic plumes decorate the mountain sides and

valleys on every side.
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General View of Ponce.

Unlike most Porto Rican towns the city of Ponce is spread out over an expanse of ground with a marked absence of compactness, affording
ample room for attractive lawns, flower_gardens and shade trees. It is situated about three miles from its seaport "Playa" with which it is con-
nected by a good macadamized road. The population of the city is between 25000 and 30000.
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Cathedral at Ponce.

This is one of the oldest cathedrals on the Island, being almost three hundred years old. It is a spacious edifice, the interior being handsomely
decorated with works of art.
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The Kiosko Arabe, Ponce.

This was one of the chief attractions of the great exposition held in Ponce in 1893. a unique structure of Arabic architure erected in the center of

Plaza Principal. It is a large open circular pavillion, most lavishly decorated and surrounded with a wealth of foliage and tropical plant life. It has
since been converted into a fashionable cafe.
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The Playa, Seaport of Ponce.

The Playa or Port of Ponce is three miles from the city. Here are located all the shipping interests, the largest on the Island, the large ware
houses, custom houses, etc. It is one of the busiest places on the Island.



Market at Ponce.



Street Scene in Ponce.

Here the streets are much wider than in the Capital. The ox carts- '^^offee^grows in great abundance in the mountains be-

hind Ponce. Also notice that the royal palm and cocoanut trees grow in the very center of the cities.
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View in Cemetery at Ponce.
The vaults as shown in above picture are built of solid masonry and extend around three sides of the cemetery. The entire cemetery is inclosed

by a wall of masonry some fifteen feet high. In the center are a number of handsome monuments.



6. Train on French R. R., running between San Juan and Aricebo.
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